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MEMORANDUM   

 
 

To: S. Fulton Municipal Regional Water & Sewer Authority Member Cities Councils 

(Fairburn, Palmetto and Union City) 

 

From: Laura Benz & Andrea Gray 

 

Date: July 9, 2019 

 

Re: S. Fulton Authority Project Update  

 
Water Withdrawal Application/Process:  EPD published the Notice of Intent to issue the permit to the three 

cities with a thirty (30) day comment period beginning March 8, 2019.  The City of Atlanta requested a 30-day 

extension to the comment period, which was granted, resulting in the comment period expiring on May 8, 2019.  

EPD received three comments letters all dated May 8, 2019 submitted by the City of Atlanta, Atlanta Regional 

Commission and the Chattahoochee Riverkeeper.  

 

The Authority’s consultants continue to prepare the response to comments and scheduled a meeting with EPD 

to discuss the draft on July 29, 2019.  Following the meeting, the comments will be finalized and presented to 

the Authority for final review.  However, in order for the comment responses to be complete, the Cities must 

provide the information requested via email on June 10, 2019 and again at the June 11, 2019 Authority meeting 

which includes: 

1. Updated water distribution system map illustrating the water infrastructure owned by each city 

2. Information regarding any interruptions in service from Atlanta 

3. Amended Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District Plan audit to reflect the 

requirements set forth in the 2017 Plan  

A copy of the complete Audit Application and Action Items by Entity was emailed on June 11, 2019 and an 

additional copy is attached hereto for reference.   

 

  Treatability Analysis:  An engineering report will be required as a part of the Water System Permit (a 

separate permit required to operate the system which is issued upon construction of the facilities).       

 

SWAP: ARC continues to work towards the SWAP being completed by January 1, 2020.     

 

Next Steps:  Obtain the final information needed to prepare the response to comments, meet with EPD 

to finalize the responses, update the engineering RFP for the preliminary engineering work and refine the 

budget and cost estimates accordingly and evaluate sources of funds including additional GEFA loans.       

 

Compensatory Mitigation 

 

Site Specific Sites:  The Mitigation Bankers continue to work through the mitigation bank authorization process 

and the coordination with new regulatory guidance.  The Prospectus for the Mulberry Creek site was submitted 

in January.   

 

Resale of Mitigation Credits:  Credits from the Monastery of the Holy Ghost are still pending, however USACE 

mitigation personnel is considering allowing the Monastery to move forward independent of the Monastery’s 

other mitigation banking efforts.   Attached is the credit ledger for the credits currently pending a Statement of 

Credit Availability executed and pledged towards a permit action from the Blue Creek mitigation bank.       





































July 9, 2019 

Laura W. Benz 
Benz Law Group, LLC 
19 W Broad Street 
Newnan, GA 30263 
Email:  Laura@LWBenz.com 

Subject:  Mitigation Repurchase Agreement Monthly Update 

Mrs. Benz, 

Please let this letter serve as an update to our repurchase agreement with South Fulton 
Municipal Regional Water and Sewer Authority.  We plan on giving a monthly update to keep 
the Authority updated on progress and transactions for complete transparency.  Regulatory 
updates, sales updates, reservation ledgers, sales ledgers and copies of transactions will be 
given every month to keep the Authority updated. Please let me know if anyone has any further 
questions or if there is any other information that you would like to be included monthly.  

Blue Creek 
Regulatory Update 

● Working with EPD on our stream buffer variance.  Working towards starting stream
construction by the end of the year.

Sales Update 
● Sent Douglas County final bid document on June 28th.  Waiting to hear back from them.
● We have 2 reservation contracts for the purchase of stream credits.
● Not doing in reservation from Blue Creek until we figure out what is going on with

Douglas County.

Monastery of Holy Ghost 
Regulatory Update 

● We reached out the Justin Hammomnds, the mitigation liaison for Savannah USACE,
about making the wetland credits available for purchase from the Monastery.  Jusin
informed us that he would like to know the plan for Honey Creek Mitigation Bank before
making the credits available. Honey Creek is another mitigation bank owned by the
Monastery that has yet to be constructed.

● Waiting for Monastery decision on how to move forward with project.

Sales Update 
● We are not actively marketing the credits at this time because we do not know when the

credits will be available.




